January 16™, 2026

Michael Repka, MD, MBA

President

American Academy of Ophthalmology
655 Beach St.

San Francisco, CA 94109

Dear Dr. Repka,

Thank you for taking the time to discuss with us the evolving roll of Office-Based Surgery
(OBS) in Ophthalmology. We recognize that this transition threatens the status quo, which can
be challenging for a large organization like the American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO).

Nonetheless, significant pressures within the healthcare community — such as anesthesia
shortages and unprecedented fees, restricted facility surgical time, limited patient access, and
rising costs due to health care consolidation — are accelerating the transition of ophthalmic
surgical care into the office setting. Our reasons for moving surgery to the office setting are
diverse, yet we have universally concluded that OBS is not only appropriate, it is a better model
of care. Our accredited OBS suites adhere to the highest safety guidelines, and our data
confirms the excellent safety record of OBS. Ultimately, the experience is better for patients,
surgeons, and staff alike. Most importantly, patients appreciate the convenience, feel less fear,
and are now requesting OBS. We encourage you to visit our sites to see the advantages for
yourself.

The AAO plays a vital role in shaping our field and OBS will be an increasingly significant part
of ALL of our futures. Proactive advocacy from the AAO is essential to facilitating a positive
transition to OBS for your members. Specifically, we need your help to secure an enhanced
professional fee for OBS services from CMS. This would validate OBS and streamline the
current, burdensome payment process.

We understand your concerns that revaluation of cataract payments could lead to declining
reimbursement for professional fees. Yet, despite AAQO’s strong advocacy on our behalf,
declining professional payments have been a consistent reality. It is our viewpoint that AAO’s
advocacy for OBS provides a unique opportunity for the organization to secure a better future for
ophthalmology.



A growing number of your members are moving to OBS and requesting your support. While

these issues may not be paramount for all members — especially academicians and those
employed through health systems — OBS represents a key innovation that has not only been

shown to improve care but to also lower costs.

We are proud to lead this charge and would appreciate your support.

Kind regards,

Ophthalmologists for Office-Based Surgery

O 0 N N W A W =

WO N NN NN N NNN e e e e e e e e e
S O X N N U R WD = O 0O 0NN R W= O

Holly B. Hindman, MD MPH
Lance Kugler, MD

Omar Shakir, MD, MBA
John Josephson

Farhan Irshad

Jeffrey Jones

Anna Rothstein MD

Andrew Holzman, MD FACS
Landon Grange, MD

Amit Todani, MD
Christopher F Wood, MD
Thomas J. Robertson, MD, FACS
Gregory M. Brunin, MD
David Truong

Bruce A. Rivers, MD

Sloan Rush

Brian Haugen MD

Marvin Charles Schlecte, III MD
Nicholas Pefkaros, MD
Chanh Tu

Marc Bosem

Mohsin Cheema, MD

Elson Lai MD

Tim Arlow

Gregory J. Johnson, MD

Carl L. Sylvester MD
Sungjun Hwang

R. Luke Rebenitsch MD
Adam Prickett

James R Kelly

holly.hindman@eyecarectr.com
lkugler@kuglervision.com
omar.shakir@gmail.com
jil@essnv.com
firshad@tulane.edu
jsjones111@gmail.com
Annarothstein@eyecarectr.com
drholzman@holzmanlaservision.com
office@grangeeyecare.com
atodani@todanieye.com
christopherwoodmd@gmail.com
rtcllc@me.com
Brunin@eye-assoc.com
dtruong@azureeyecenter.com
brivers@envueeye.com
sloan.rush@rusheye.com
bohaugen@gmail.com
mcschlecte@yahoo.com
pefkaros@yahoo.com
chanhtu@yahoo.com
marc@bosem.com
cheema@cheemaeye.com
Elsonlai@gmail.com
tim@arlowEYE.com
gjohnson@johnsonlasereye.com
csylvester22@yahoo.com
Sungjunh@eyecarectr.com

Dr.Luke@ClearSight.com

jameskellyl @aol.com

The Eye Care Center
Kugler Vision

Coastal Eye Surgeons

Visionaire Eye Consultants

The Eye Care Center

Holzman Solomon Vision Partners
Grange Eye Care

Todani Eye Associates

Northwest Eye Physicians

Rocky Mount Eye, P.A.

Envue Eye and Laser Center

AAO member, Great Shape! Icare Volunteer
AAO, Texas Medical Association
AAO member

Regional Eye Center

Correct Vision Laser Institute and Nova University

Cheema MD Eye Care

Rosemead Eye Center

Johnson Laser Eye
Sylvester Eye Care

The Eye Care Center
ClearSight

Northwest Eye Physicians

Kelly Vision



31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

Deepak Raja, MD
Jonathan Solomon
Michael Abendroth
Carolyn Repke, MD
Christian S. Klein M.D.
Jay Rudd, M.D.
Michael Gordon, md
Vickas Khemsara
Robert ] Knox, MD
IRFAN ANSARI
Samuel Barry MD
Daniel Good MD
Mohammad Ali Haider
Brandon Menke, MD
Michael A Herion MD
John F. Liu, M.D.
Nicholas Nissirios
Marwa Adi

Peter Simone, M.D., Ph.D.
John J. Lee

Patricia Fortin, MD
Brendon Sumich, MD
Jorge Arroyo, MD
Paul Phillips M.D.
Abraham ShammasMD
Adam J. Altman, MD
Farshid Ighani

David Mittleman
Brian Desmond MD
Khalil Harbie, MD
Val Zudans, MD
Mark Lobanoff, MD
Kurt Benham, MD
Kurt Benham
Matthew Hammond
Jackson Goldberg
Brad Feldman, MD
Steven Edens

Suresh Mandava MD
Drew Dickson

Samir Melki

Jason Brenner

Vinny Keshav, MD

dr@remagin.com
jonathansolomonmd@gmail.com
mabendroth@phillyeye.com
crepke@phillyeye.com
christiank@eyecarectr.com
jr@ruddvision.com
mgordon786@gmail.com
aevk2020@gmail.com
bknox285@hotmail.com
iaamd74@hotmail.com
Samuelbarry@chittick-eyecare.com
dangood@mac.com
gallani65@hotmail.com
Bmenke@ilumineyes.com
mherion@carroteyecenter.com
eye57@aol.com
nnissirios@gmail.com
Eyefix@gmail.com
psimone@ilumineyes.com
lee@bostonvision.com
dr.fortin@clearsight.com
brendonsumich@gmail.com
arroyo@bostonvision.com
paulphillipsmd@gmail.com
abrahamshammas@yahoo.com
ecopdoc@gmail.com
dri@ighanieyecare.com
dmittleman@mittlemaneye.com
bdesmond@onsighteyecenter.com
harbiekhalil@gmail.com
valdis.zeye@gmail.com
mark.lobanoff@ovoeye.com
Ktbeyemd68@gmail.com
Ktbeyemd68@gmail.com
mhammond@carroteyecenter.com
jackson.l.goldberg@gmail.com
bfeldman@phillyeye.com
Sedens@mittlemaneye.com
smandava23@gmail.com
ddickson@mvcvision.com
melki@bostonvision.com
brenner@bostonvision.com

Keshav@bostonvision.com

Remagin

Holzman Solomon Vision Partners
Wills Eye Hospital

Philadelphia Eye Associates

The Eye Care Center

Rudd Vision, PLLC

Gordon Schanzlin New Vision Insititute

Robert J Knox, MD, Inc
FRANKFORT EYE CARE
Chittick Eyecare

Frankfort Eye Center

Tlumin

Waco Eye Associates

ilumin

Boston Vision

ClearSight

Caplan Eye Clinic

Boston Vision

Sightline Ophthalmic Associates
Laser eye center

Eye Consultants of Pennsylvania

Mittleman Eye

OnSight Eye Center
Bluegrass Eyecare Center
Zudans Eye

OVO LASIK + LENS
AAO

AAO

Carrot Eye Center

Mittleman Eye Center
Refocus Eye Health
Modern Vision Centers
Boston Vision

Boston Vision

BostonVision



74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
36
87
88
89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

James Gregoire
Gustavo Corrales
Ayman Boutros, MD
Jonathan Rosin, M.D.
John Branch

G Brock Magruder Jr MD
James R Kelly

Grace Huang

Jacob Reynolds
Austin Chang, MD
Michael Weisberg
Rebecca Shields
Stefanie Hynes
James Kelly MD
Matthew Gillings
Alla Hynes

Derek Leale MD

Julio Echegoyen, MD
Stephen J Phipps, MD MBA
James Patrick Harkins Jr.
Xinxin Zhang, MD
Benjamin Guidry, MD
Krishna Sanka, MD

M. Scott Hickman

Peter Lombard MD

Craig Gerstein

Augustine Hong MD
Alison Tendler

Gary Barth, MD

Deena Sylvester, MD
Sheel Patel, MD

Jimmie W Riggins OD, MD
Patrick Le

Richard Dax Hawkins, MD
Abraham Suhr

Robert Melendez

Gregoire@bostonvision.com
georrales@novavces.com
boutros@theeyecenter.com
jonrosin@rosineyecare.com
Drjbranch@hotmail.com
drmagruder@magruderlaservision.com
jameskellyl @aol.com
ghuang@phillyeye.com
jreynolds929@gmail.com
auschang@gmail.com
Michaelweisberg@gmail.com
Rebecca.a.shields@gmail.com
stefanieh@ecpsva.com
jameskellyl @aol.com
gillings.matthew.j@gmail.com
Drhynes@ecpsva.com
Derek.Leale@gmail.com
drechegoyen@gmail.com
stephenphippsmd@gmail.com
harkinspatrick1780@gmail.com
xzhang@capefeareye.com
guidry.benjamin@gmail.com
ksanka@amazingeye.com
mscotthickman@gmail.com
peterlombard@gmail.com
cgerstein@mac.com
augustine.hong@gmail.com
Alison.tendler@artvisionsf.com
garypbarth@gmail.com
deenasylvester@yahoo.com
Sheell3@gmail.com
jwriggins@aol.com
Patrick.le@capefeareye.com
Dhawkins@surgicaleyecare.com
abe@eyedoctorslo.com

robertmelendez@mac.com

AAO

Vision Consultants and Surgeons

AAO, ASCRS

Comprehensive Eyecare Physicians, P.C.
Texas Vision

Magruder Laser Vision

Kelly Vision

AAO

Texas Vision

Eye Care Physicians & Surgeons
Kelly Vision

Waco Eye Associates

Eye Care Physicians and Surgeons
Sightline Ophthalmic Associates
Gordon Schanzlin New Vision Institute
The Surgical Center at SFEC

Waco Eye Associates

Cape Fear Eye Associates

Retina Consultants of New Orleans
Eye Centers of Racine and Kenosha
Ad Astra Eye

Eye Care Guam

Gerstein Eye Institute

Northwest Eye Physicians
Barth Vision APC
Sylvester Eye Care

Cape Fear Eye Associates

Cape Fear Eye Associates

Surgical Eye Care, PA

Juliette Eye Institute



